Mars Mission

For MARS NEEDS MOMS director
Simon Wells, space runs in the family.
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On-the-rise actress
MIA WASIKOWSKA
prefers life under the radar.

D
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espite the fact that she took
the title role — and stole the show
— in Tim Burton’s Alice in Wonderland last year, Australian actress Mia Wasikowska is hardly a household name. And
she’d like to keep it that way.
“Not many people recognize me,” she says,
sounding pleased. “I still live a really simple,
anonymous life.”
Still, maintaining her anonymity might
prove difficult, given a slate of high-profile
projects, including this month’s Jane Eyre, in
which she plays the titular literary icon. But
Wasikowska’s biggest concern with the film
had nothing to do with the weightiness of the
character but rather the wardrobe.
“Oh, corsets are just as painful as everyone says they are,” she says, sighing.
“They’re absolute hell. I’m so grateful for the
time that we live in now.”
Offscreen, Wasikowska prefers to spend

most of her downtime at her parents’ house
in Canberra, Australia — while wearing
much comfier duds. “I’m only in L.A. when
I’m working, and when I leave there, it’s like
a big exhale. When I get home, I’m rarely
seen in anything other than pj’s,” says the
21-year-old, who, despite her preference for
sleepwear, has been known to check out a
couture show or two. “I love some stripey
flannels, something classic. It just feels so
free.”
Once a serious dancer, Wasikowska gave
up ballet at 14 in favor of acting, which she
says has taken less of a toll on her physically.
“When I was dancing, it was 35 hours a week,
a full-time job,” she says. “It was exhausting, and the whole idea of trying to attain
perfection started to ruin the experience.
Hollywood can be harsh, too, but it depends
on what type of projects you pick. I’m not
looking to be the glamour queen.”

This month, Berkeley Breathed’s beloved children’s book Mars Needs Moms is getting the bigscreen treatment, and the film’s writer/director,
Simon Wells, has the perfect pedigree: Not only
has he worked on a multitude of animated films,
but he also happens to be the great-grandson
of H.G. Wells, the visionary sci-fi author who got
Earthlings musing over the possibility of life on
Mars a century ago. We visited with the younger
Wells, whose heartwarming Martian concoction
would certainly have made his great-grandfather
proud.
AMERICAN WAY: What does it mean to be a
storyteller and also the great-grandson of H.G.
Wells?
SIMON WELLS: It’s a strange weight [to have] on
one’s shoulders. I never met H.G. — he died well
before I was born — but his presence was always
felt in the family.
AW: Your great-grandfather had his vision of
Mars. Berkeley Breathed had his. What’s yours?
SW: Our film deals with the civilization on Mars,
which neither my great-grandfather nor Berkeley
really did. That was ours to invent. I decided the
Martians must be subterranean, and we built on
that.
AW: The film, which you wrote with your wife, is
really a love letter to mothers.
SW: Yes, we wrote this movie partly as a valentine
to our own mothers — our parents in general —
and partly so our children would understand how
valuable their parents are [laughs].

Mars Attacks (Again and Again) The Internet Movie Database lists no fewer than 50 films dealing
with Mars and Martian invasions. So what did these extraterrestrials want from Earth? —J.R.

DEVIL GIRL
FROM MARS
(1954)
Our men

PAJAMA PARTY
(1964)
To study our courtship
rituals

MARS NEEDS
WOMEN
(1967)
Our women

LOBSTER MAN
FROM MARS
(1989)
Our air
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MARS ATTACKS!
(1996)
To extinguish our
consumerist impulses

MARCH 01, 2011

19

